Bimonthly - Bulletin 
Being Sent to Base 
Commanders 



By TAD SZULC 

3p<c»l to ita New York Times 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 28 

Commanding officers at hun- 
dreds of Air Force* bases in 
this country and abroad ree- 
marly receive secret reports on 
the activities of antiwar, dis- 
u- e ?i t , anc * radical groups, 
chiefly the Black Panther party. 

tins information, including 
comment , and analysis of the 
current .trends in what the Air 
Force calls “radical anti-Estab- 
lishment groups” at home and 
. overseas, is , contained in a se- 
cret bimonthly bulletin, “Sig- 
nificant Counterintelligence 
Briefs. Known as SCIB, it is 
issued by- the Air Force’s Of- 
flc 2 t - of ,?P ecia11 Investigations. 

the Air Force believes that 
the reports are vital in ac- 
jnainting its key officers withi 
the background of political dis- 
sidence that increasingly faces 
them among black airmen and 
others in their commands. 

_ The bulletin is now in its 
20fli year of secret publication. 
Only in recent years has it 
turned toward domestic politi- 
cal problems. 

A copy of the bulletin was 
made available to The New 
York Times as controversy 
continued here over the role 
of Army counterintelligence^ 
which has been shown to have 
spied on more than 18,000 
American civilians from 1967 
to 1969. 

‘Security Problem? Seen 

A high-ranking Defense De- 
partment official said in an in- 
terview this week that the Air, 
Force’s Office of Special Inves- 
tigations fulfilled its "specific 
responsibility of keeping com- 
manders in the field fully in- 
formed” by supplying them 
with political information that 
might be related to the “se- 
curity, mission or viability of 
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United States Air Force bases 
and other installations.” - f j: 
. But Defense Department -of- 
ficials have acknowledged, un- 
der questioning, that whether 
domestic political intelligence 
should be fed to field com- 
manders poses an -issue ..of 
propriety. 

These officials said that an 
Air, Force commander, must be 
aware of the background- and- 
nature of dissidence to be. able 
to dear “intelligently and icon* 
structively” with such phenom- 
ena- as Black Panther member- 
ships on his base. 

They said that a “security 
problem” was involved- inas 
much as black airmen were 
increasingly receiving mailed 
Panther literature, including 
leaflets urging them tq desert,! 
“destroy the Army . from ‘:;thei 



inside,” sabotage equipment 
and kill officers. 

“If only one black airman 
responds to this sort of appeal 
and picks up a gun, we may 
have a tragedy on our hands,” 
a. Defense Department official 
.saidt "So it is the responsi- 
bility of our counterintelli- 
gence- people to keep the com- 
manders informed about what 
the black Panthers are. doing 
and -saying. We cannot ignore 
it.” - 

The Air Force asserts that, 
'unlike Army counterintelli- 
gence,, its Offjce nf Sn,ml 
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Radicals 



tas never en- 

- „ leering information 

on civilian groups and persons 

From F^BJ 

pHr* Forces obtains its basic 
data from, the Federal Bureau 
of Investigations,' - ' local police 
forces,. various United States 
.intelligence agencies and, on oc- 
casions involving potential se-i 
curity problems overseas, even 
from foreign police depart- 
ments. - 

But the office, which is the 
investigative arm of the Air 
Force Directorate of Special In- 



for Civil Disturbance Planning' 
and Operations, set, up in 1968,' 
is to provide airlift capability 
for troops ordered by the Presi-j 
dent in the event of major j 
disorders: * v~' "> 

A delimitations agreement 
was signed July 2. 1969, by the 
members of the United* States! 
Counterintelligence .Investiga- 
tive Agende^f; as|£a^ociation' 
including the FZBX’ahd 4 Army; 
Navy and AiriForce- intelligence. 
Under- the-" Sgreemenf;'' the - Air 
Force’s Office, of- Social Inves- 
tigations is»;responsible$for the 
investigation?, anywhere-bf “all 
activities f aaingunde 3 |thft,cate- 
g 0r £es of'" CT 'I r ' rKl<7 * > Witmfprpc. 

pionage. 




rVestigations, ; headed By Bng. 

Gtau, Joseph, J, Cappucci, is~jthe 
dgenc^thatJ-evaluates .and 'an- 
alyzes 'all this data in prepar- 
ing SGIB"isportS!. s ¥ ,i ® ! 

i Sorimf gconnterfiiteni- 

[gencfe leffpnP 1 idi.tKe _ field., .of 
domestic pohtics^aiffers eonsid-j 
^erably", therefore, ^from therop-l 
derations of? thef Armyv? which! 

-used its "own covert? agents * toi 
.spy on.Americansiand built. a| 

ing from, these investigations; ? 

In ;tge? .wake offedisclasures 
[of "jhA [Army's operations,the 
[Defens&Departmentfe nowrau- 

gence-gathdring.. on incidents 
thatmightjeadtoa presiden^“^"cy“g~ aS^^rtfog 'Q 



troops: 

~ f Senate Hearings Slated 

•„ "The: .controversy* over the! 
Army's activities, and Congrcs-| 
jsional skepticism over its state-! 
ment that it has discontinued! 
most of. the spying, has- led, to 
the scheduling of hearings on 
Feb. 23 by* the" Senate Subcom-’ 
mittee on Constitutional Rights,] 
headed by- Senator Sam J. Ervin: 
Jr., Democrat of North Carolina; 
” TheV House Committee, on 
Government - Operations • may] 



Contmental United States?^ 
waii, Alaska, Puerto Rico -and?! 
the Virgin Islands, it is. charged 
with taking .whataver^actionsj 
are necessary- as.ja 'rfesult-hf 
any invesfigation, 7 alt%aiigh ... it; 
is ' notvrespansibler'for , file ja~ 
quiry itsdE.'But--if-*has.’tfie. au- 
thority' for ' both investigation, 
and disposal of .the cases! of Am 
Force cj yfli r m i em p loye s j a faroaj ! 

, The - OfSqe^-of, J Specfea 'lS., 
ve^mfl maLjffldaS) repoirtsdu® 
fecayitt^tketvJnspector *Senera| 
offethe, AirPFOTce,-;.Ei'erit Gen. 
S. W„ *Wdis; fe interprets; its 
counterin$epgeace ^piissi 011 ast 
being eseptiai^: [restricted to 
Air Force ^baseS. and" installa- 
tions andimiiitafy anc|.civilian 1 
personnelS|^&“';^^$?S si?Bl 
■ . EstahliMed RequIre ments 
"An. internal DefenseDepart^ 
ment document,' dated Sept .9, 
1970, and ^signed by>4he de- 
partment's- controller, Robert S. 
Moot, says, /“The O.Si. has: 
established ' ' requirements ' for 



formation 'relating fo: demon- 
strations, agitation, propaganda 
and disruptive, activities direct- 
ed against the -role of the Unit- 
ed States in. Vietnam, Selective 
Service, or .the military estab- 
lishment which affect the secu- 
rity, mission, .or viability of 
United 'States 'Air Force bases 
and other" installations.”* - 
The ^ office^ "aoqMdmg to Mr. i 
Moot, is aIso>’tesponsible fori 
information on- “civil nghts and 
■racial agitations” 1 - occurring on 



hold hearings earlier sonwithe -Air Forc^ibasefehr^inyotving. 
domesti^konmterintettigenoe -**r.ir«rn»«MrcOTim*rf^*asfcaa...-j 
activities" of the; Army,, tiie Air 
Force and the Navy. ' 
fe[. The. Air Force’s assigned role 
milder the Federal Directorate 



AirForce.personnel.” 

5 --But “tS&^^^lirc^OTlisEf 
that this “collectmg 'and re- 
porting” is confined to its bases 
and installations -mid does not 



\ Black Panther Party 
j Major Subject ^of 
| Intelligence Unit 



among 



include in; e-'ijja; ons 
j civilian groups ~ %> , 

. Officials said, however, that 
jit would be normal practice for 
|an Air Force commander to be 
| in touch, with the FS’.fc and 
,the local." police if his base an- - 
ipeared to be threatened by 
'demonstrations or similar activ- 
ities. - * , 5 

| They said that the Office of! a 
^pecml Investigations had noj 
.'uthontv- to - assemble dossiers} ”*! 
on Black Panthers m ‘the Air} . 
force because the party is, not 
dtegal. They said the office 
would act only if a Panther 
engaged m, “illegal” activity^, - 
Interviews with Defeiise , ' v De- *" 
-artment officials and the con- 
rerts of the secret intelligence 1 
bulletins, suggested that- the ]' 
\'r Force was DrinciDairy- con- * 
corned with the Black Panthers - 
in its midst, along with generalf ~ 
antiwar activities. % 

The officials said that -Shi- < 
dents for a Democratic Society ■ 
and its Weatherman faction 
were not considered a serious s-r!! 
-ecurity problem. Jv ■ -liV 
They said that an increase; 
in Black Panther militancy tin » 
the Air Force dated to last ’au- 
tumn, a judgment reflected" hi 
the ( omments in the secret re- 5 
iporcs ' 

I The SCIB reports, which * ' 
[carry a “secret” stamp on the ‘ 
j cover and inside pages, pro- 
vides Air Force commanders 
■ with a counterintelligence 
digest of “radical” activities at i 
home as well as of Communist 1 
and other political or.isubver-' . 
sive organizations abroad., 1 ?;? 

The reports offer comment 
and analysis,- such as .the .con- , 
elusion in the bulletmr’zssued 
Jan. 6 , that, while antiwar* e£- i 
forts in , the United;. States j 
diminished’ in.' <the second, half 
of last year, , “*his;cauf-” L -~ B 
be ' the ca&n. t. hefore-; 

NewlanrActmtles" f Di: 
me ,issaefcdes*otea al s 
tion tb-’the£ activities ; 6 a. nuey-g 
P. Newton^ minister of cefen.-i' 
of , the *, Black Panthers^ 
contending; that he was . “re- t 
portedly .discouraged over* the 1 
poor reception of -his speeches”* 
since his release from pnsbn-J^ 

>■ .,However,> 'the builetirn-'^ei 
'marked; SThe* failure- of New- 
ton’s speaking campaign .does 
not in. itself constitute' a tum-f 
,ing point in Black Panther 
party fortunes.” 

The bulletin reported that 
“the -Black Panther party -'and 
several black extremist groups 
affiliated with them” had been 
'“foremost” among those distnb- 
’rUling a new "underground 

■" »• ■ *- - r T_.ll. _ Jl 
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manual” througnoui tne umtea 
States. v Bill 

J-l€ described, the .manual as a 
“46-page, profusely illustrated 
pamphlet [that] contains ex- 
plicit instructions on pro- 
duction of all vareties of e\ 
plosive and incendiary devices 
and for;; this ^ reason- '- is 
considered verv dangerous in 
the hands of extremists.” 



